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“Purified Water”

Baptism of Our Lord
Mark 1:4-11
The crisis: global water poverty. Here in San Diego we call it a drought. We lack an abundance of water. Quantity is the issue. It is a serious situation. This is why our region has taken extraordinary measures to conserve water. This is why we have been praying for rain here in our Prayer of the Church. This is why we are so thankful for the Lord’s answers to our prayers when we do receive rain. The crisis of global water poverty exists in other places in the world as well. And the crisis takes on other forms.
For instance, we can look to places like Kenya and Haiti. More than experiencing a drought, nearly 800,000 million people in these places lack access to clean water, and another 2.5 billion lack proper sanitation (www.wateraid.org). Quality of the water is the primary issue. The absence of access to clean water devastates health, educational and economic opportunities, and environments. It is difficult for a person to live daily when their survival is threatened by things like cholera or dysentery. For many in water poverty situations where the quality of the water is bad, people endure a strenuous walk for miles to collect dirty river water that is infested with deadly diseases. The lack of clean water has an astounding effect. 

For many in these situations it takes away a chance to either attend school or be homeschooled. It results in a poorly-irrigated farm insufficient for producing a healthy crop or food that could generate both good health and income. A crisis like global water poverty and the lack of clean, quality water reminds us that clean, purified water is vital not only to our health but also to securing a certain, stable future.
I bring up this crisis of global water poverty and the lack of clean water in many parts of the world this morning because it helps us better understand the water crisis presented in our Gospel reading this morning. We heard about the event of Jesus’ Baptism. Today is the day in the Church year calendar that we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. In many ways Jesus’ Baptism was the inaugural event of his Public Ministry. His Baptism by John in the Jordan River “got the ball rolling,” so to speak.

And there is a water crisis! Verse five of our reading describes the crisis for us, “And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him [John] in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” 

Sin is dirty. Sin is messy. The Biblical definition of Sin is disobedience to God, our creator, and his Will for our lives as his creatures. His Will is expressed most clearly in the Ten Commandments. When we break the Creator, our Heavenly Father’s Will, it is like breaking the rules of the house. And it affects our standing in the house. It affects our relationship with our Heavenly Father. Sin separates us from God, our Father, and it separates us from one another. Living in Sin means living according to how we want and not how God wants. And when we make ourselves and our wants and our desires the authority of our lives that determines our actions, it really does make a mess of things. It starts with a messy, broken relationship with our God. And that messy relationship muddies the relationships we have with others. 
And as we heard in our Gospel reading this morning, there is Sin in the water! The people were baptized in the Jordan River confessing their sins. The water is tainted! It is dirty! It is unpurified! It is Sin-infested! We have a water crisis on our hands!

Some of you may have heard of Shoeman Water Projects. It was started by ex Vietnam War Vet, George Hutchings in the St. Louis, MO area. George began to learn firsthand about the water crisis in East Africa, particularly Kenya. He learned that the absence of access to clean water devastates the health and future of the people. It hinders educational, economic opportunities, and environments. He learned about the nearly 800,000 million people that lack access to clean, purified, good quality water, and the other 2.5 billion that lack proper sanitation. He also learned that because of the polluted drinking water, all other humanitarian aid like food and clothing was just a momentary stopgap. 
So Hutchings decided to address the problem by collecting shoes. His organization, Shoeman Water Projects, collects used and new donated shoes and then gives them a second life by exporting them to retailers in the developing world. The resale of the used shoes provides jobs and affordable footwear to protect the feet of the native citizens. The funds generated from the export of the shoes provides well drilling rigs, water purification systems, and hand pump repair businesses that bring clean, fresh water to those who need clean, purified water (from shoeman.org). And so “shoes=water” as Hutchings like to advertise. Using the used, worn, and dirty to purify the water. Getting dirty to clean things up!
In our Gospel reading we learn that the waters are dirty. They are Sin-infested to be exact. Sin makes a mess of things. It makes a mess of your life and mine. It makes a mess of our relationships with God. It makes a mess of our relationships with other people. That observation makes Jesus’ Baptism all the more remarkable. Jesus enters into those waters! At the beginning of his Public Ministry we see exactly how Jesus is going to handle the problem of human Sin. Our Heavenly Father’s solution is to send his firstborn Son to get dirty in order to clean things up. By going into dirty, muddy, Sin-infested waters we see the one who will take the problem of Sin upon himself.
The waters of the Jordan River where Jesus was baptized flows right through Mount Calvary where Jesus was crucified. On Calvary our Lord would exchange not just his shoes but all of his garments as well as his body and blood in order to solve the problem of human Sin. The problem of Sin that muddies your relationship with God and with your spouses, children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, and others. 
And through his sacrifice our Lord purifies the waters. He cleanses the waters of Holy Baptism. Now when you and I are baptized we leave our sin behind but we also pick up Christ’s robe of righteousness. The Apostle Paul reminds us of this in his letter to the Galatians. He says, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). In the portion of Paul’s epistle to the Romans that we heard this morning we are reminded that when we are baptized we are connected in a very real way to the one who first went into the Jordan River for us. We are connected to the one who “got dirty to clean things up” for us. We are joined to the one who bore the Sin of the world for us. When we are baptized we participate in a very real way in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Paul says, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom 6:3-4). 

A crisis like global water poverty reminds us that clean, purified water is vital not only to our health but also to securing a certain, stable future. The dirty, Sin-infested waters of the Jordan River into which our Lord plunged to be baptized reminds us that clean, purified water is vital to our healthy relationship with God and our relationships with one another. The one who entered into the Sin-infested waters of the Jordan River is the same one who took the full guilt of the Sin of the world upon himself on the Cross of Calvary. In so doing he cleansed and purified the waters of your Baptism so that you may have a secure, certain, and stable future in Christ now and unto eternity. Amen. 
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